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Why Compete

• Builds confidence and trust in student’s peers, teachers, and 

self

• Allows students to have fun and travel to new places 

• Increases students interest in the field of education

• Teaches students humility and respect



How Do We Prepare Students 
For Competition?



Step 1: Give Them Structure

https://www.educatorsrising.org/

http://www.tafeonline.org/

• Students will fill out an interest sheet
• Students will pick 1-2 state and 1-2 National  

competitions that interest them
• Save competition picks to their computer
• They need to know what their competition is 

all about
• They should pick their own partners for their 

group competitions

https://www.educatorsrising.org/
http://www.tafeonline.org/


This is a survey 

sheet (google doc) 

that I have the 

kids feel out and 

send back to me 

so I know what 

competitions they 

are interested in 

finding more 

information about.



This is an example 

of the poster I put up 

in my room for sign 

up. I laminate it and 

have them write on 

the form with a dry 

erase marker so that 

when/if they change 

their minds, or drop 

out, I can keep up 

with who is doing 

what competitions. It 

helps keep me 

organized.



Step 1 Structure Continued

Sign up 
1st choice for 
National and 
State

Once everyone has had a chance to sign up, students may 
go back and pick more competitions to compete in. 
Students are allowed to compete in 1-2 State events and up 
to 2 National events. Some students may only want to 
take the ELF test. Prepare students that only compete in 
one thing to help with being a door monitor, time keeper, 
etc. 



Step 1: Structure Continued

S-Specific

M-Measurable

A-Attainable

R-Relevant

T-Timely



They work on 

this when they 

decide what 

competition 

they want to 

do. Helps to 

keep the 

student 

organized and 

on track.



Step 2: Give Them Space

Let them come up with the ideas for their 
competition(s).

Help them by providing resources so they can find 
information

https://www.havefunteaching.com/

https://www.pinterest.com/

http://faculty.kutztown.edu/schaeffe/bulletinboards/bbs.html

http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/

http://www.fastcompany.com/3022070/the-7-steps-to-delivering-a-mind-

blowing-ted-talk

http://www.teachertube.com/

https://www.teachingchannel.org/

https://blog.udemy.com/make-your-own-movie/

https://www.havefunteaching.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/
http://faculty.kutztown.edu/schaeffe/bulletinboards/bbs.html
http://www.prometheanplanet.com/en-us/
http://www.fastcompany.com/3022070/the-7-steps-to-delivering-a-mind-blowing-ted-talk
http://www.teachertube.com/
https://www.teachingchannel.org/
https://blog.udemy.com/make-your-own-movie/


Step 3: Let Them Seek Out Their 
“Recruits”

Resources We Use Around Our Campus:

• The Librarian

• English Teachers

• CTE teachers

• Assistant Principals

• Have students set up dates and times for teacher or staff 
assistance. 

• Make student write a thank you note to anyone that assists 
with that student

• Send a personal thank you by you (email) to any teacher or 
staff member that helps



Step 4: Know What They 
Need to Know

• Read and Read again over the Guidelines and Rubrics

• Know how many students can be in each competition

• Know how much time each competition is allowed and 

how much time each student needs to speak

• Some competitions have due dates before Regional or 

State

• Some competitions may require you to bring your own 

equipment

• Some competitions allow you to dress in costume

• Some competitions require a flashdrive, PPT, Video, 

Research paper, Portfolio, Lesson plans, etc.



Step 5: Practice

•Team Up

•Afterschool date with a 

teacher

•Mirror Talk
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TAFE Leaders 

Always

Go Beyond 

the Call of Duty!
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